Topics

On EU foreign policy

1. Discuss the motives the EU member states have in striving for a common foreign and security policy.
2. What are the major obstacles to the development of a common European foreign policy (CFSP)?
3. What is the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) and why is the EU developing this policy?
4. How is Russia affected by the EU's CFSP and ESDP?
5. What were the main motives for the development of the European Security Strategy of December 2003?
6. What are the objectives of the European Security Strategy of December 2003?
7. How is Russia affected by the European Security Strategy of December 2003?
8. What are the main instruments foreseen in the European Security Strategy of December 2003?
9. What does the EU mean by 'preventive engagement'? Do you think that this is a feasible policy?
10. What does the EU mean by 'effective multilateralism'? Discuss the feasibility of this concept.
11. What changes does the Constitutional Tretay foresee in the area of CFSP?
12. Discuss the changes the Constitutional Treaty foresees for security cooperation in the EU.
On the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)

1. Analyse motives and objectives of the EU in setting up the ENP.
2. Is democratisation a feasible concept in the ENP?
3. Discuss the concept of democratic peace' which claims that democratic countries do not go to war with each other.
4. What are the Russian interests, concerns and responses with regard to ENP?
5. Discuss the main differences of interest and policy that may arise between Russia and the EU's ENP in future.
6. What are Russian interests and objectives with regard to the former Soviet republics in eastern and south-eastern Europe?
7. Discuss the benefits that would derive from closer EU-Russian co-operation with regard to the countries included in the ENP in eastern Europe. What should content and style of EU policy be in order to make such co-operation easier?
8. What should Russia's policy be with regard to ENP in order to secure Russian interests and enhance co-operation with the EU?
On EU-Russian relations

1. Why is significant interaction - and in what spheres - between Russia and the EU unavoidable?
2. What are the Russian interests in EU-Russian co-operation?
3. What are EU interests in EU-Russian co-operation?
4. Where do you see the major obstacles to the development of EU-Russian co-operation?

5. Compare Russia's interests and policies with regard to Russian-EU relations and Russian-American relations.

6. In what ways might the EU and Russia co-operate in resolving the security conflicts in Georgia, Moldova and Nagorno-Karabakh?

7. In what ways can Russia and the EU co-operate in contributing to the resolution of the Israel-Palestinian conflict?

8. Are there global issues in which Russia and the EU might work together towards conflict prevention and the maintenance of peace and stability?

9. What roles do the UN and the OSCE have in EU-Russian co-operation?

