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LIST OF TOPICS FOR RESEARCH PAPERS ON HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION TO EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
(by Frank Delmartino, Prof. of the Leuven University and College of Europe)

1. The foundations of the European Communities
· The traditional balance between the European Powers: does it belong to the past or is it still valid in contemporary Europe?

· Can Federalism be considered a solution for the postwar Europe problems? Is it still a solution nowadays? 

· What kind of new order the European movement was seeking between the two world wars and after the World War II?  

· The Hague Convention (1948): a success or a failure?

· What is the assembly model of European integration? Was it feasible in 1948 – 1949? Is it feasible nowadays?

· The supra-national model of integration in the form of the Schuman plan (1950) for a Coal and Steel Community: was it efficient?  (Give a reasoned opinion).

· Do you consider the institutional patter introduced by the Treaty of Paris (1951) to be well shaped?

· Were there any objective reasons for failure of the Defense Community (1954)? For development of an Economic Community (1955-1957)?

· Imagine that you are responsible for shaping and adoption of the Treaty of Rome (1957). What kind of changes would you introduce? What would you keep intact?

· In which respect do the competences of the European Commission introduced by the Treaty of Rome differ from the profile of the High Authority of the Coal and Steel Community?

· Please, compare the profile of the Parliamentary Assembly of the European Communities (1952-1979) with the European Parliament introduced in 1979?

2. From Rome to Maastricht
· What lessons could be drawn from the Luxembourg Compromise (1965-1966)?

· The European Communities managed to acquire new dynamics (new aims, new policy fields) only after the end of the de Gaulle era. Do you agree? (Give a reasoned opinion).

· What were the objective reasons for the EC enlargement in the 80-ies?

· What are the main breakthroughs introduced to the European Communities by the Single European Act (1986)? Why they became possible?

· What are the main innovations introduced to the European communities by the Treaty on European Union (Maastricht, 1991)? Were they properly shaped?

· What is the significance of the introduction of the citizenship concept (Maastricht, 1991-1992) ?

· Please, compare the aims set in the Treaty of Rome with the aims of TEU (Maastricht)

· Europol – a European FBI? 

3. Deepening and widening
· In what way was the Maastricht Treaty updated and upgraded by the Treaty of Amsterdam (1997) and what for?

· Please, compare the Treaty provisions on Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) after Maastricht (1992) and after Amsterdam (1997)

· In what way was the Amsterdam Treaty updated and upgraded by the Treaty of Nice (2000) and what for?

· In which respect has the EU been ‘challenged’ by the events of 1989-1991?

· Give your comments on the Copenhagen criteria for enlargement of the EU?

· Make a description of the profile of the EU candidate countries or any candidate country.

· Please, give an analysis of the Laeken declaration (2001): what challenges the EU is confronted to?

· What is your appreciation of the European Convention (2002-2003), its composition, method and outcome?

· Was the Intergovernmental Conference (2003-2004) and the signing of the Constitutional Treaty (2004) a success or a failure? Why do you think so?

· In what way has the Intergovernmental Conference altered the draft Constitutional Treaty? Was it for the benefit of the text? For its integrity?

4. The Constitution and beyond

· Give  your opinion on the structure of the Constitutional Treaty?

· Give your opinion on innovations the Constitutional Treaty brings to the formulation of the aims and principles of the EU?

· Can the ‘Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe’ be seen as a genuine Constitution?

· Give your opinion on innovations the Constitutional Treaty intends to bring to the institutional structure of the EU?

· How can the resistance of the general public in some countries vis-à-vis the ‘Constitution’ be explained?

· What are the present-day challenges for the EU?

· What are the perspectives of the European integration after French and Dutch referenda?

· Do you consider that the European model of economic and social development could withstand international competition? 

· What elements of the European model of economic and social development must be changed to make it more competitive in the globalization era?

· What are the differences between Anglo-American and continental models of economic and social development?

· What does the UK Presidency suggest to update, to improve and to modernize the EU? Will the UK Presidency in the EU have a lasting impact on the policies and functioning of the EU?

5. Importance of the EU experience for the Russian Federation

· Can the EU experience be applied to the Russian Federation?

· What is meant by the ‘European choice’ of Russia? 

· What is the balance of gains and losses for the Russian Federation in case of European choice?

· Why should Russia join the EU? Is it in the national interests of Russia to apply for the membership to the EU?

· What is the balance of gains and losses for the Russian Federation in case of the membership in the EU?

· What is meant by ‘the policy of integration with the EU’ for Russia? Does Russia need to pursue such policy?

· Why certain articles of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) have not been implemented, what are these articles, what impede their straightforward application?

· What would you suggest to make the PCA more effective and to assure its implementation?

· What is the ‘problem 2007’? What would you suggest to solve it?

