GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

 EUROPEAN STUDIES INSTITUTE 

2ND MEETING - MINUTES
Moscow, 15 December 2006

AGENDA


1.    Approval of the Agenda

2. State of play of the European Studies Institute 
a) Report on the ESI activities (Master's programme, conference on 15-16/12, etc.)

b) Report on the Bureau meeting 

c) Report on the lunch with the EU Member States Ambassadors

3. Criteria for selecting students and recruiting professors at the next edition of the Master's programme
a) Criteria for selecting students, selection committee

b) Criteria for recruiting teachers

4. Period of study abroad for ESI students 
a) Training programmes for ESI students at host EU training institutions (universities, research centres in EU studies)

b) Host EU training institutions organising visits to EU institutions

c) Host EU training institutions organising visits to EU enterprises and companies

5. Networking between Russian and EU based universities and the European Studies Institute
a) Identifying EU training institutions dealing with EU studies, willing to: 

- disseminate information about the ESI

- promote exchange of students and teachers

- develop training programmes in EU studies at the ESI 

- carry out joint research activities, promote joint publications, organise joint events, etc.

b) Concluding agreements with the identified EU training institutions 

6. Scholarships for EU MS students
a) Suggestions on how to organise scholarships for EU students to the ESI Master's programme

b) Structures in the EU to select applications from EU scholarships students

7. Board of Trustees
a) Proposals for setting up the Board of Trustees 

b) Comments and suggestions from the Board Members 

8. Any other business

9. Conclusions and next Governing Board dates. 
PARTICIPANTS

Russian Federation side :

Grushko Alexandre
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation

Danilova Elena
Counsellor to the Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Russian Federation
Alexandrov Roman
Representative of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation

Torkunov Anatoly

Rector of the MGIMO (University)

Entin Mark


Director of the European Studies Institute  

Slavkina Natalia

Deputy directors of the Institute

Shashikhina Tamara

European Union side :

	Eiki Berg
	Professor of International relations, Department of Political Science, University of Tartu

	Jean Cadet
	Ministre Plénipotentiaire,Conseiller Maitre en service
extraordinaire à la Cour des Comptes PARIS

	Manuel Marcelo Curto
	Ambassador of Portugal to the Russian Federation

	Gerhard Hafner
	Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Vienna

	Klaus Segbers
	Director of the East European Studies at the "Frei Universität Berlin" and the "Osteuropa-Institut"

	Daniel Tarschys
	Professor of Political Science and Public Administration, Stockholm University

	Dimitrios C. Triantaphyllou
	Director General of the International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS), Athens

	Jaap Willem de Zwaan
	Director of the Netherlands Institute of International relations in The Hague


Observers form the European Union side:

Marc Franco 


Head of the Delegation of the European Commission to Russia

Nicola Scaramuzzo 

Project Officer
Marc M.R.Vuijlsteke 
College of Europe in Bruges representatives

Annoushka Nabokov

Absent: 

Yastrzembsky Sergey 
Representative of the Administration of the President of the Russian Federation, Special representative to the President of the Russian Federation on EU-Russia relations
Ivanov Ivan
Leading specialist of the Institute of Europe of Russian Academy of Science, Academician of the Russian Academy of Science
BOARD MEMBERS PROPOSALS AND DECISIONS

On the first issue (point):

Curto M.M. – welcome speech, presenting the agenda

1.1. Due to the absence of the Chairperson, Yastrzembsky S., the Board meeting was chaired by the vice-Chairperson,Curto M.M. 

1.2. No changes were introduced to the draft agenda.

On the second issue:

Curto M.M.:

· Report on the Bureau meeting and business lunch with EU Member States Ambassadors

· Proposal for a training session for ESI students to Portugal at the end of March 2007

Entin M. report on the ESI activities:

· Report on the realisation of Master's programme – first semester
· Evaluation of the Master programme by the ESI students
· ESI priorities 
Franco M.: Report on the training session at the EC Delegation to Russia

A discussion followed. Jaap Willem de Zwaan, Grushko A., Torkunov A., Curto M. M. took part in the discussion.

The Board members:

2.1. Approved the work carried out at the ESI. 

2.2. Supported the Bureau appeal to seek assistance from Ambassadors of EU Member States in matters related to scholarships opportunities for the EU students wishing to study at the ESI, following similar procedures established at the College of Europe.

2.3. Approved a week training programme in Lisbon for ESI students following the invitation of the former President of Portugal M. Soares 

2.4. Considered training sessions held in the Delegation on December 8, 2006 very useful. .
2.5. Were informed about the international Conference “New trends in the European integration and European law and problems of teaching» due to start in the afternoon to which all members of the GB were invited.  

On the third issue:

Entin M.: Criteria for selecting students and recruiting professors at the next edition of the Master's programme.
A discussion followed. Jaap Willem de Zwaan, Grushko A., Segbers K., Torkunov A., Curto M., Berg E., Vuijlsteke M., Triantaphyllou D., Cadet J., Tarschys D. took part in the discussion.

The Board members:

3.1. Supported the need to have pre-defined criteria for selecting students and recruiting professors at the next edition of the Master's programme. The criteria presented at the Board meeting, as a result of the Bureau meeting, were reviewed and will be finalised before the next Board meeting takes place in March.

 3.2 Further to the definition of criteria, several Board members proposed to establish selection committees, one for selecting students and one recruiting professors for the Master's programme 2007-2008. The idea was debated by the Board members. A commonly agreed solution was not reached at the meeting. The matter will be further discussed at the next Bureau and Governing Board meeting.

3.3. Nobody objected the proposal of A.Grushko that the ESI priority at the present state of play consists in satisfying needs in personnel of the Russian Federation ministries and agencies.

On the fourth issue: 

Entin M.: a requirement to fulfil statutory provisions according to which ESI must organize summer study period in the EU Member States. 

A discussion followed. Vuijlsteke M., Curto M., Jaap Willem de Zwaan, Grushko A., Torkunov A. took part in the discussion.

The Board members:

4.1. Recognised as important the need to timely arrange period of study in the EU for ESI students (conditions and place) at the host EU Training Institutions during summer.

4.2. Suggested that each member of the ESI Governing board would make proposals to help achieve this goal.

4.3. Decided to further discuss the issue at the next Board meting. 

On the fifth issue:

Entin M.: a strategic goal and need to create networking between EU based universities and the European Studies Institute for disseminating information about the ESI, assuring students' exchange, organizing joint events, joint publications. 

A discussion followed. Franco M., Triantaphyllou D., Curto M.M., Vuijlsteke M., Hafner G., Jaap Willem de Zwaan took part in the discussion.

The Board members:

5.1. Recognised the importance of networking between ESI and Russia and EU based universities, involved in studying and teaching European integration programmes. 
5.2. Agreed that members of the Board would make proposals to help achieve this goal.

5.3.Decided to further discuss the mater at the next Board meeting. 
On the sixth issue:

 Entin M.: a  need to attract students from EU Member States and asking the assistance from the Embassies of the EU Member States to investigate means of providing scholarships opportunities for EU students.
A discussion followed.  Curto M.M., Torkunov A., Grushko A. took part in the discussion 

The Board members:

6.1. Supported  the idea to seek assistance from the Ambassadors of the EU Member States in providing scholarships opportunities for EU students.

6.2. Recognised the importance of the enrolment of students from the EU MS to study at the ESI and suggested that study programmes should be particularly focussed on EU-Russia relations rather than in a standard study programme in European studies.  

6.3. Agreed to make proposals and to further discuss the matter at the next Board meeting. 

On the seventh issue:

Curto M.M.: Bureau proposals to establish a Board of Trustees presented at the EU MS Ambassadors 
A discussion followed.  Entin M. and Franco M. took part in the discussion 

The Board members:

7.1. Confirmed the importance to establish the Board of Trustees to help attract additional financial resources, thus promoting also the ESI international status.

7.2. Supported the European Commission's proposals that those who wish to become the Board of Trustees Members may provide a contribution ("entry ticket") choosing one of the following options:

· Entry ticket such as funding additional courses at the ESI and/or funding scholarships schemes; 

· Entry ticket, in kind contribution such as ensuring the involvement of national training Institutions/Universities dealing with European Studies, that may organise summer study period for the ESI students on a regular-term basis. 

7.3. Agreed to provide proposals and to further discuss the matter at the next Board meeting. 

On the eighth issue:

Curto M.M.: development of a relevant and updated the ESI web-site 

A discussion followed.  Entin M., Franco M., Triantaphyllou D., Vuijlsteke M. took part in the discussion 

The Board members:

8.1. Underlined to the need to pay more attention and allocate appropriate funds to the ESI web-site and electronic journal development

8.2. Agreed that that each Board member will make proposals to improve the web-site. 

8.3. Agreed to further discuss the matter at the next Board meeting. 
On the ninth issue:

.Curto M.M.: appointment of the next Governing board meeting

The Board members:

9.1. Decided to held the next Governing board meeting on March 16, 2007

9.2. To include on Agenda of the next Board meeting also questions resulting from the Bureau meeting.

Manuel Marcelo Curto  

______________________________

Vice- Chairperson 

of the Governing board 

European Studies Institute at MGIMO (U)

